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Fire of 1888

Reviewing the earliest Sanborn map, the author discovered that a fire was annotated on this map.
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Researching the local newspaper did

provide more information about the noted March 16, 1888 fire by Sanborn. This newspaper article was also

helpful in identifying businesses and their owners for this area of King and Churton Street.

The Hillsborough Record included a very small article about the fire, such that | passed by it several

times looking for a large heading — of which there was none.
“Friday the 16" - Our old town was visited by a destructive
fire last night or rather this morning about 4 o’clock. The
fire originated in Mr. Robert Faucett’s Shoe Store and was
not discovered by our night watchman until about 4. The
Tin Shop owned by Mr. John Laws; the barber room by Mr.
John Hayes, Joe Allen barber shop; Mr. Alexander
Rosemond, Jewelry Store; Mr. S. T. Smith bar room; Mr.
Israel Turner, bar room; Mr. George Laws, Furniture, and
several other houses, eight in all were burned to the
ground. Very little insurance on any — loss pretty severe.
We take this occasion to compliment the Hillsboro Citizen’s
Fire Brigade; the best in the world. The colored people
acted a noble part and worked like Turks. They deserve well
of our people and will be remembered by our citizens. The

fire originated in the house of Mr. Robert Faucett, and is
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supposed to be accidental.”

The next week’s edition documented more details, “The losses at the late fire here as far as can be

gscertained at this time are as follows; D. M. Laws [Dudley M. Laws] three houses $2000; S. T. Smith one

house that he had but recently bought for which he
paid $1600, loss $1200 insured for $500; another
insurance of $500 which had expired a day or two
ago; Israel Turner one house, $1000; Robert Faucett
one house, shoe makers outfit and some stock $500;
Alexander Rosemond Silver Smith and Jeweler $150;
Lewis Jenkins one house $300; George Hill one house
$300; two insurance except as above stated. John
Hayes part of stock $290. Most of the houses burnt
were small and old and the fire burnt rapidly. Josiah
Turner saddler lots a small lot of tools, bridle bits etc.
about §25.

As the first newspaper article stated, the help
from the local people, regardless of color, was
recognized by Samuel Smith, warranting a thank-you
note in the paper.
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Public Building Report — 1812

“_.In obedience to an Act of ...First the balance now on hand is £19.0.3. The buildings now good repair with
the following exceptions. A pair or set of new steps will soon be wanting. A stove which was ordered for the
Court House 12 months ago not purchased The chimney to the }0’] ’""V want rebuilding. It is necessary to
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keep @  small fund
constantly on hand to

meet contingent
charges...

_I_now offer to

you my resignation. All of
which is  respectfully
submitted. J.  Webb
1P.B."”




