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HLLSB0R0 IITED
7= Y FIRE TUESDA

Ptoperty Dlmlle Upwards Of

 $30,000'Done To Bmldmgs

In Business Distri
INSURANCE WAS SMALL

Férest Building and Stock Of
Goods Heaviest Loser—
Carried No Insurance—
Others Damaged.

_ Hillsboro, April 25.—Fire originat-
1 in the Forest building here]
this morning caused a damage of
approximately $30,000, witn vefy Iit
ty lnsurance carried to cover the loss.

Flames were discovered about a
pdlock in the rear of the general mer-

" chandise store of O. J. and

Forest and quiekly spread to the a
Joining buildings, completely destroy-
ing the Forest building, the Spurgeon

\ding, a storage house and badly
damaging another to the rear pf the
two store buildings. Tmmediately upon
the alarm a bucket brigade was quick-
ly formed to combat the flames which
Wm‘c& threatened the entire busi-
ness ~of the town, and by thelr
quick and Hett 1V \OT niayantad tha
flames from spreading beyond _the
Spurgeon  building, it taking three
house of fighting to conquer the
blage.” The Forest building was of
brick construction while the Spurgeon
bullding was a frame structure, which
was quickly ignited by the fire fron:
the adjoining building and buined
within a_short time, furnishing ready
fuel to the greedy fire
was prevented from spreading beyoall
the Spurgeon building, by the "post

office building waich was of brick con-
u!lruc!lon and fitted with fire proof
windows.

A freakish prank was played by the
fire when a chair on the second floor
of the post office building -was ignitea
and partly destroyed with no other
loss to the room or building, the
building’s escape being attributed 10
the fire proof windows.

Those suffering losses were: O. J.
and B. B, Forest who conducted =
general merchandise and supply store,
the loss being estimated to be hétween
twenty and $25,000, including the loss
of the building with no insurance; the
Spurgeon  building, housing = Tolar's
grocery store and the dental office or
Dr. J. 8. Spurgeon, the loss being
placed at around $5,000 wlth $1,500
insurance. ‘The major portion of the
loss to the Spurgeon building anad its
contents was borne by Dr. Spurgeon
as: the stock of groceries in Tolar's
store was removed. The damage to
the two warehouses, -including the
stock of fertilizer .and farming im-
Wléments, stored therein was various-
ly estimated by several people to be
between $2,500 and $3,000, it was not
ascertained whether any insurance
was’ carried on the bulldlngs and thelr
contents or not.

8everal theories were advanced by
various citizens of Hillsboro as fo the

igin of the conflagration.. J¢.was the

lief of several that it was started

y thieves, who prior to the time of
he discovery of the fire, had robbed
the West End barber shop of several
ragors. The belief being expressed
that they entered Forest's store and
after securing what they wanted they
in some manner set fire to the build-

ng. Others were of the opinion tha:
the disaster was directly attribut-
able to boys of the town who entered
the store to secure articies of food and
while in the store threw lighted cig-
aréttes upon the floor, starting tue
dishstrous fire,

The real facts and actual loss wif\
not be known until after an investiza-
tion by the insurance cepartment.

Forest Building Fire
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